
 

 

REPORT ON THE ADVOC ASIA AGM 
HELD IN BRISBANE – WEDNESDAY, 19 OCTOBER – 

SUNDAY, 23 OCTOBER 2016 
 
 
 
Cooper Grace Ward (CGW) was pleased to welcome to Brisbane, Australia over 40 delegates plus 
accompanying persons making up a team of nearly 50 attendees, in October for the Advoc Asia AGM. 

The majority of delegates came from the Asia Pacific region but CGW was also delighted to welcome 
Advoc members from: 

 the United Kingdom; 

 Italy; 

 Poland; 

 Denmark; and 

 the USA. 

We prepared an exciting social program for members and their companions to participate in during 
their time in Brisbane and the feedback has been outstanding.  

The program included: 

 A welcome dinner at the home of Chris and Shelley Ward on Wednesday evening,, where 
delegates and their companions were able to enjoy a true Australian welcome with an Aussie 
BBQ; 

 



 

 

 

 

 To start the day on Thursday, delegates and companions were given the option to participate in 
some morning exercise. They had the choice to walk or run and they were guided through the 
inner city Brisbane area and surrounding Parklands, Southbank and river areas by CGW team 
representatives. 



 

 

 A business forum was held on Thursday for the delegates, with presentations from: 

 Damien Frawley – the CEO of QIC – a global funds manager based out of Queensland 
with $80 billion dollars under management; 

 Brian Sheahan – CEO of Morgans Financial Limited, Australia’s largest independent 
stockbroking firm; and 

 David Goener – of beaton – Australia’s leading experts on the services industries 
including, in particular, legal industries. 

The feedback in respect of the presentations was excellent. In fact, a number of delegates said 
it was the best presentation they had seen. 

 

 On Thursday night, delegates and their companions visited the offices of CGW, which were a 
short walk from the hotel they were staying in. 

On arrival, guests were greeted by CGW team members and then were given a guided tour of 
the offices followed by a lovely two course meal overlooking the Brisbane skyline. 



 

 

 

 On Friday morning, Jude Benny conducted the AGM that ran all of Friday.  

During lunchtime, there was a presentation from Keith Dugdale from the Business of Trust, a 
world-leading adviser on business development.  

 



 

 

 On Friday afternoon, a tour was conducted of the Supreme Court Complex that showcased the 
Queen Elizabeth II Court Complex in Brisbane, which was opened in 2012 and is architecturally 
is very highly regarded. 

 On Friday evening, guests walked to Queensland Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA) which is an 
outstanding dinner venue overlooking the Brisbane River and skyline. 

 

 On Saturday morning, delegates and accompanying persons travelled to Noosa on the 
Sunshine Coast, approximately two hours north of Brisbane.  

It is a beautiful beach and national park area.  

Delegates and companions had the choice of participating in one of three activities: 

 surf lessons; 

 bushwalking; and 

 shopping. 



 

 

 

 

 

Following the morning’s activities, a delicious lunch was held at Sails Restaurant on the Noosa 
Beach.  



 

 

 That night, having had a few hours to recover, the Gala Dinner was held at Brisbane City Hall, 
a cornerstone of Brisbane’s architecture and a short walk from the hotel where the delegates 
and their companions were being hosted. 

 Finally, on Sunday morning, for those with any energy left, there was a cruise down the 
Brisbane River to the Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary, a world-renowned sanctuary. 

The feedback has been exceptional, as described by one attendee: ‘The meticulous planning of all 
the Advoc events – from the sit down dinners, meals, meetings, souvenirs, hotel accommodation and 
car service, walking tour of the city, speakers at the workshops, Noosa experience … I could go on 
and on and on’.  

Chris Ward, Managing Partner of Cooper Grace Ward, said that he was delighted with the Advoc Asia 
AGM held in Brisbane. 

Chris thanked, in particular, members of his team, Louisa and Lucy, together with support from his 
management team.  

‘It really is the delegates and accompanying persons who turn up who really make the conference and 
AGM, and it was a wonderful group that did turn up and participate over a five day period, he said. 

CGW would like to thank Advoc members for their attendance and we look forward to seeing you at 
the 2017 Asia AGM.  

Kind regards 
Chris Ward. 
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